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salute the blessed sacrament; heard every day two masses, and made his
meditation, slept little, and always rose at midnight to pray; he often wore
a hair shirt; frequently took the discipline; never made his appearance
in company only at table; and instantly rose up and left it if any unbecoming
word was let fall by anyone in his presence. When he was not at church
or college he was always to be found at his devotions, or studies in his
closet, except for a short time after meals.

The saint suffered these dangerous solicitations and persecutions for
two years, and then fell very ill. Finding his distemper dangerous, he
desired to receive the viaticum; but his Lutheran landlord would not suffer
it to be brought publicly to his house, and the tutor and brother would
have it deferred. The pious youth, in extreme affliction, recommended
himself to the intercession of St Barbara, who is particularly invoked in
the northern kingdoms, for the grace of a happy death and the benefit
of receiving the last sacraments. His prayer was heard; and he seemed
in a vision to be communicated by two angels. The Blessed Virgin, in
another vision, told him that the hour of his death was not yet come, and
bade him devote himself to God in the Society of Jesus. He had then
for about a year entertained thoughts of embracing that state; and after
his recovery petitioned the superiors to be admitted. F. Magius, provincial
of that part of Germany, who happened then to be at Vienna, durst not
receive him for fear of incurring the indignation of his father, who warmly
declared he never would consent that his son should become a religious
man. Cardinal Commendon, legate of Pope Pius V at Vienna, whom the
saint desired to recommend him to the provincial, durst not undertake to
do it. Stanislas therefore, having discovered his resolution to his confessor,
and by a tender and edifying letter laid in his room left notice of his
design to his tutor and brother, stole away privately to Ausburg, and thence
went to Dilingen to make the same request to the pious F. Canisius,
provincial of Upper Germany. F. Canisius, to try his vocation, ordered
him to wait on the pensioners of the college at table and cleanse out their
rooms, which the saint did with such extraordinary affection and humility
that the students were exceedingly astonished at his meekness, charity,
devotion, and spirit of mortification, though he was utterly unknown to
them. F. Canisius, after having kept him three weeks, sent him to Rome,
where the saint threw himself at the feet of St Francis Borgia, then general
of the Society, and earnestly renewed his petition. St Francis received him
with great joy. Stanislas had no desire to see the curiosities of Rome, but
without further delay entered upon a retreat under the master of novices,
during the whole course of which he was favoured with the sweetest con-
solations of the Holy Ghost and extraordinary heavenly communications,
He took the habit on SS. Simon and Jude's day in 1567, and * few days
after received from his father a moat passionate letter with threats that he